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MOSCICKI ON PILSUDSKI
Late in the night of May 12 President Moscicki announced the
sad news in a Proclamation "To the Citizens of the Republic":
Marshal Joseph Pilsudski has died.
By the great labour of his life he built up strength in the Nation, by
his genius of mind and hard effort of will he resuscitated the State. He
led it towards rebirth of its own power, towards emancipation of forces
on which the future strength of Poknd will be based. For the enormous
work that he did it was granted him to see our State as a living creation,
capable of life, prepared for life, and our Army covered by the glory
of victorious banners.
This man who is the greatest in the whole stretch of our history derived
the strength of his spirit from the depths of past history and by super-
human effort of thought guessed the paths of the future.
It was not himself that he saw there, for he had long felt that his physical
strength was moving towards the end. He sought and trained for
independent work people on whom the burden of responsibility was
to rest in turn.
He has handed down to the Nation the inheritance of thought caring
for the honour and power of the State.
This is his Testament, handed down to us who are living, we are to
accept and shoulder.
May mourning and pain deepen in us the understanding of our—of
the whole Nation's—responsibility in the face of his spirit and future
generations.
Pilsudski's death occurred so suddenly that the Government,
though all its members knew that his condition was very grave,
was not prepared for it when it came. In the morning the Marshal
had seemed better. Slawek called an immediate meeting, but there
was some hesitation at the start about what was to be done,
some doubt how the country would take the news, and this
uncertainty induced a proposal that the institution of a "state
of siege"—martial law—should be proclaimed in order to avoid
"regrettable incidents," but it was rejected, most of the Ministers
holding, quite rightly as it turned out, that, with few exceptions,
and these negligible, the mourning for Pilsudski would be universal
in Poland and that nothing untoward would happen. As a whole
the nation had a high regard for him—many revered and almost
worshipped him; most of his opponents respected him. How
strong were the respect and regard felt for the Marshal was

